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Claims 

^><^ethod for printing a carried material (96), whereby a printing drum (10a) 
having a plurality of depressions (12, i4) for the acceptance of printing fluid (30, 34) 
arranged on the surface of the printing drum (10a) rotates around its longitudinal axis 
during a printing event, 

printing fluid (30, 34) is introduced l^y an inking station (54) into depressions (12, 14) 
moving past the inking station (54), 1 
printing fluid (34) from some of thd depressions (14) moving past a transfer printing 
location (92) is employed at said transfer printing station (92) for printing the carrier 
material, and printing fluid (30) reifriains in the rest of the depressions (12), 
printing fluid (30) is removed by ai cleaning station (100) from depressions (12, 14) 
moving past the cleaning station (lOO), 

and whereby the cleaning station flOO) and the inking station (54) are simultaneously 
in operation during the printing event. 

2. Method according to claim 1, (iiaMcterized in that the cleaning station (100) 
contains a cleaning drum (102) t] lat lies patal^l to the printing drum (10a) and whose 
surface touches the surface of th<i printing drum (10a) in a cleaning region (202) 
during cleaning; and in that the surface of the cleaning drum (102) is manufactured of 
an elastic or absorbent material. 

3. Method according to c aim 2, characterized in that the cleaning drum (102a) 
carries a potential (U2) that differs from a potential (Ul) on the surface of the printing 
drum (10a). 

4. Method according to claim 2 or 3, characterized in that the cleaning station 
(100b) contains a stripper drum (206) that Hes parallel to the cleaning drum (102b) 
and whose surface exerts pressure onto the surface of the cleaning drum (102b) in a 
stripping region (212); and in tha the surface of the stripper drum (102) is fabricated 
of a hard material (200). 

5. Method according to one of the preceding claims, characterized in that the 
emptied depressions are cleaned v ith a cleaning fluid (216) after the removal of the 
printing fluid from depressions moving past the cleaning station (100b) and before the 
introduction of printing fluid into < lepressions moving past the inking station (54b). 
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6. Method according to claim 5 J characterized in that the cleaning station (214) 
contains a cleaning container (216) with a cleaning fluid (218) that is preferably 
arranged under the printing drum (lObj; and in that depressions moving past the 
cleaning container (216) immerse intofthe cleaning fluid (218). 

7. Method according to claim } or 6, characterized in that printing fluid is 
employed as cleaning fluid. 

8. Method according to claim /6 or 7, characterized in that the cleaning fluid 
(2 1 6) is moved by additional measures, preferably by introduction of ultrasound 
(220). 



9. Method according to one 
cleaning station (lOOd) contains a b 



1 0. Method according to om i 
cleaning station (lOOeO contains a suction u 
sucked in, said air entraining printiif g fluid 
the cleaning station (lOOe). 

1 1 . Method according to on^ 
printing fluid removed with the ass 



( f the preceding claims, characterized in that the 
jfower unit (260) that, with the assistance of air, 
displaces printing fluid out of the depressions (12, 14) moving past the cleaning 
station (lOOd). 

of the tjre\eding claims, characterized in that the 
I with whose assistance air is 
depressions (12, 14) moving past 
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of the preceding claims, characterized in that the 
stance of the cleaning station (1 00) is collected; 
and in that the collected printing fliid is conducted to the inking station (54). 

12. Method according to clajim 11, characterized in that the printing fluid (56) 
is cleaned and/or rejuvenated. 

Printer device (50) for printing a carrier material (96), comprising 
a printing drum (10a) rotating arouAd its longitudinal axis during the printing event 
and on whose surface a plurality of pepressions (12, 14) for the acceptance of printing 
fluid (30, 34) are arranged, 1 

an inking station (54) for introducing printing fluid (30, 34) into depressions (12, 14) 
that move past the inking station (54), 

a transfer printing station (94) at which printing fluid (34) from some of the 
depressions (14) moving past the tramsfer printing location (92) is employed for 
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printing the carrier material, and at whi :h the printing fluid (30) remains in the rest of 
the depressions (12) moving past the tr msfer printing station (94), 
a cleaning station (100) for removing ^|rinting fluid (30) from depressions (12) that 
move past the cleaning station (100), 

and comprising a control imit for the Actuation of the cleaning station (1000 and of the 
inking station (54), 

characterized in that the control unit feimultaneously places the cleaning station (100) 
and the inking station (54) into operition during the printing event. 

14. Printer device (50) accoming to claim 13, characterized by a cleansing 
station (214) for cleansing the depressions ennptied in the cleaning station (100b) with 
a cleaning fluid (216). 

15. Printer device (50) acc( rding to clawnyl3 or 14, characterized in that the 

c eaning drun:A(l(S|2, 102a) that lies parallel to the 

whose surface^ouch^es the surface of the printing 
02); and in that the surface of the cleaning drum 
(102a) preferably carries a differeht potential (U2) than the surface of the printing 
drum (10c). 

16. Printer device (50) aci ;ording to claim 15, characterized in that the 
cleaning station (100b) contains i stripper drum (206) that lies parallel to the cleaning 
drum (102b) and whose surface p resses onto the surface of the cleaning drum (102b) 
in a stripping region (212), 

17. Printer device (50) according to one of the claims 13 through 16, 

device (lOOd) contains a blower unit (260) with 

the depressions (12, 14) moving past the cleaning 
( ileaning station (lOOe) contains a suction unit (270) 
with whose assistance air is suckfd out of the depressions (12, 14) moving past the 
cleaning station (lOOe). 



cleaning station (100) contains a 
printing drum (10a, 10b, 10c) and 
drum (10a) in a cleaning region ( 



characterized in that the cleaning 
whose assistance air is blown into 
station (lOOd); and/or in that the 




